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December at a Glance 

Dec 1 Advent begins 

Dec 7 Decorate the 

                      Sanctuary 

Dec 15 Christmas  

                      Program 

Dec 24 Candlelight  

                     Service 

Dec 24 Adoptafamily 

             Gift Distribution 

If your birthday is not listed 

or is incorrect, call the 

church office!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

In the quiet coolness of a Mesopotamian winter night, hope was born into the 

world.  Who would have guessed that hope would come from the same gene pool that 

had for so long systematically and consistently removed hope from the world?  And 

yet, there he was, cooing and crying as babies do, in a manger in a stable with two 

peasant parents, overwhelmed with awe and joy as parents in love always are.  

We know he was Savior of the world from the details of his life.  Ironically, 

much of his life was pretty non-descript.  All we know of his early life was that he 

was the carpenter’s son, and thus presumably, a carpenter.  We have a story about 

childhood precociousness, but it may have been contrived.  Besides, an ordinary 

childhood better suits the fact that he was one of us.  

Then, at the age of 30, he burst onto the scene with extraordinary talents. His 

teachings rivaled those of the greatest teachers and sages of his age. Later, further 

examination would show that the wisdom of his teachings exceeded theirs.  He 

performed miracles, an activity which creates consternation today.  And, he formed 

the nucleus for a movement that would last beyond his death. 

All that would yet not make him Savior of the world, especially in the manner 

he died.  The world got him and threw him into the ground with all the rest of the 

victims of injustice and violence.  His was no extraordinary death! But then the 

miraculous occurred.  He somehow appeared to his followers after his death.  That 

this was so is attested to not so much by the testimony of his disciples; but by the 

remarkable turnaround in morale, commitment, and ability that occurred in them -and 

in the rapid worldwide expansion of the religion they founded in their master’s name.   

And so here we are some 2,020 years after the fact.  Has anything really 

changed? A brief look at worldwide current events might suggest little has changed.  

Injustice and violence seem entrenched in the world.  Worse, it may appear that the 

church has contributed to their persistence. But, many of the big ticket items are 

changed: though there are instances throughout the world where these persist, torture, 

cruel and unusual punishment, slavery, and even repression, are now illegitimate 

human activities.  The cumulative effect of Christian goodness overwhelming evil, 

has moved the needle toward justice and non-violence, the characteristics of the 

Kingdom of God utopia which Jesus preached. 

It is my hope this Christmas season that the present disinterest in Christianity 

will experience a turn-around.  If there’s anything that can make that happen, it would 

be the story of that little baby in Bethlehem.  I look forward to the annual Christmas 

pageant and to my own personal sense of revitalization that occurs through living the 

history; and I hope this sense transfers to those who have pulled back in on their 

hope.  It is a good world, in good and loving hands.   Have a Merry Christmas. 

       Peace…    Pastor Dale 

 

 

December Birthdays:  Zenobia White – 6th    Angie Daher – 6th    Isaiah Green – 8th    Alyssa Gilbert – 12 th    Jeanne Torma – 16th    

Rick Haglund – 16th    Noah Branch 17th    Todd Quist – 19th  
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November News 

 

The St. Olaf Women raised $151 at the Sloppy 

Joe Lunch fundraiser on Sunday, November 3. 

Proceeds will go to the general fund of the church. 

So far this year, the women have contributed $643 

of their $1,000 goal toward the general fund.   

 

Eight St. Olaf Seniors attended an OWLS (Seniors) 

lunch on Thursday, November 7, at Lord of Life, 

Maple Grove.  Special guest, Roger Hellesvig (aka 

Ole Oleson), performed.  7 

 

Six St. Olaf youth attended Moonlight Madness 

with Youth Director, Rumen Hulmequist, on 

Friday, November 8.  Moonlight Madness is an 

Augsburg College sponsored overnight “lock-out.”  

 

The St. Olaf Men’s Group will distribute 

Thanksgiving Baskets to people in need on 

Saturday, November 23, from 10 am – 12 noon. 

You must be registered to receive a basket. 

 

St. Olaf will not have Thanksgiving or 

Thanksgiving Eve services this year.   The 

downtown interfaith Thanksgiving Day service will 

be at St. Mark’s Cathedral, 519 Oak Grove St. The 

preacher will be Imam Makram El-Amin of Masjid 

An-Nur in North Minneapolis. 

 

December News 

During Advent, families with children light the 

Advent candles. Sign up on the table by the office 

or call the church office. 

 

Pledge forms for 2020 are due in December.  
Forms and a collection box are available on the 

table by the church office or by calling the church 

office. 

 

Members are expected to pick up their offering 

envelopes. They are too expensive to mail out. The 

envelopes are on the table by the church office.     

 

Registration for Ice Hockey and Figure Skating 

for Boys and Girls, ages 6-14, is ongoing.  

Brochures with full information and registration 

forms are on the table by the church office.  

 

St. Olaf Seniors will attend an OWLS (Seniors) 

Christmas Party on Thursday, December 5, at 

Lord of Life, Maple Grove, from 12 noon – 2pm.  

The Riverside Swing Band will perform.  Lord of 

Life, St. Olaf’s partnership church, is located at 7401 

County Rd. 101 in Maple Grove.  Transportation is 

available, starting at 11 am.  Sign up on the table by 

the church office. 7 

 

The sanctuary will be decorated for Christmas 

on Saturday, December 7, from 9am – 12 noon. 

All are invited to participate in this joyful activity.  

 

The Women’s Mitten Tree will be up on Sunday, 

December 8 for women to hang hats and gloves on 

for donation to the Sandvik Center for people in 

need. 

 

Adult choir will meet on Thursday, December 12, 

from 6:30 – 8 pm and will perform on Sunday, 

December 15.  No prior experience is necessary.   

 

Adult Fellowship will go to the Hollidazzle on 

Friday, December 13, from 6 – 9 pm.  The van 

will leave St. Olaf at 6 pm and return at 9 pm.  

Transportation is available to St. Olaf. Sign up on 

the table by the church office. 

 

The Christmas Children’s Program will be held 

on Sunday, December 15, at 10:30 am. There will 

be lots of Christmas Caroling with special guest 

pianist Del Higgins.  The Women’s Bake and Craft 

Sale in the Sletten Chapel will follow the Program. 

 

St. Olaf Youth will go Snow Tubing on Friday, 

December 20, from 6-9 pm at Elm Creek. 
Permission slips are on the table by the church 

office. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held 

on December 24 at 6 pm.  Adoptafamily Christmas 

Presents from partnership church Lord of Life will 

be distributed after the service. Transportation is 

available. Sign up for transportation on the table by 

the office. There is no Christmas Day service at St. 

Olaf. 

 

Sunday School and Confirmation will go on 

recess Sundays December 29 and January 5.  
Adult Bible Study WILL be held on December 29 

and January 5. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Roger-Hellesvig/100011278688818


 

CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP 
Please update your directory. 

(2019 Directories are available from the office.) 

Change of address/phone number 

 

Thomas Winston 

800 University Ave. SE   

Minneapolis, MN  55414 

612-296-2332 

 

Kelvin Poole 

763-732-2770 

 

Frances Wleh 

Heritage Commons 

350 Van White Boulevard 

Minneapolis, MN  55405 

 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
 

Memorials and honorariums may be made to the 

150
th

 Anniversary “Brick” fund.   

 

Legacy gifts are important for St. Olaf’s future. 

Bequests are no longer being taken by the St. Olaf 

Campus Foundation. If you are considering leaving 

a gift for St. Olaf Lutheran Church in your will, 

designate it to the church, not the Foundation.       
 

Church Announcements & Events 
 

In our prayers: Heidi Karrow, Beatrice Johnson, 

Janice Campbell, Janice Holmberg, Susan 

Vikstrom, Alvin and Larenda Faulkner, the Langlie 

family, and Todd Smith.  Todd is recovering at 

home and preparing for surgery. Larenda is 

recovering at home from a surgical procedure and a 

broken thumb.  Alvin continues to have difficulty 

adjusting to dialysis.  

 

Needs at the church:  Drivers, office helpers, 

maintenance, cleaning, worship prep, yard shed, 

used van 

 

Please sponsor a poinsettia to help decorate the 

sanctuary for Christmas. An order form is on 

page 4 of this newsletter.  The poinsettias are 

purchased from Patrick Henry High School. 

   

The food shelf has been expanded to include 

canned and dry goods. Serenity Village Church 

delivers food from Loaves and Fishes on Saturday 

mornings at 10:45 am. Participants may access the 

dry and canned goods in the church kitchen at that 

time.  The food is also available on Sundays in the 

Sletten Chapel and the church kitchen.  Refrigerated 

food is in the kitchen refrigerators. A designated 

volunteer will let participants into the kitchen on 

Sundays. Sandwiches and other left over food is 

available during the week through Ann in the 

church office.   

 

The clothes closet is in the church basement and 

is open on Mondays from 10 am – 12 noon; 

Saturdays from 11 am – 1 pm, and Sundays from 

11:30am – 1 pm.  Clothes Closet coordinator, 

Zenobia White, will let people in.  The closet 

includes winter clothes, donated by partnership 

church, Lord of Life Maple Grove. 

 

Apply for Thrivent funds for your fundraiser or 

service activity.  Any Thrivent member may apply 

on behalf of a fundraiser or service project under 

the “Thrivent Action Teams” section at 

www.Thrivent.com.   

 

Lord of Life Maple Grove, will provide 

Christmas gifts to be distributed to families at the 

Christmas Eve Candlelight service.  Sign up forms 

are on the table by the church office. They are due 

Sunday, November 24. 

 

After School Tutoring is available on 

Wednesdays, from 5 – 6 pm.  The tutoring is by 

appointment only.  Call the church office to sign up 

for a tutor. Tutoring will be canceled on 

Wednesday, Nov. 27 for Thanksgiving. 

 

St. Olaf sponsors missionary, Rev. Linda Johnson-

Seyenkulo, in Liberia. To contribute to this  

mission, write “missionary” on the memo line of 

your check or on a pew envelope. Updates are on 

the bulletin board by the church office. 

 

Accessories (walkers, commodes, bath benches, 

etc.) for disabled and elderly people are available 

through the church office.  These items are on 

display in the Emerson Av. entry.   

 

http://www.thrivent.com/


 
Girl Scout Troop 10811 meets on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursdays of the month from 6 – 7:30 pm in the 

church basement.  For more information or to enroll, 

call Karlie at 612-296-7543. 

 

145
th

 anniversary pens are being sold  by the 

dozen ($12). Order from the church office. 

 

Frances Wleh requests assistance with furniture 

and household goods for her new apartment. Call 

the church office if you can help. 

 

Are we losing Thrivent funds?  If you have 

Thrivent Life Insurance or some other product, you 

are eligible to donate Thrivent funds to St. Olaf. 

Call 763-746-3118 to donate or to buy a Thrivent 

product. Our agent is David Rasmussen. 

 

The Neighborhood Hub has moved into the 

Administration Building.   The “Hub” provides 

social services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church secretary, Ann Hogan, provides counseling 
for employment, housing, energy assistance, 

homelessness, assistance for elderly and vulnerable 

people to stay in their homes, and other needs. To 

access this program, call Ann Hogan, Ann can be 

reached at the church office: 612-529-7726. 

 

Thursday Night Connections is Freedom Works’ 
outreach to the community.  Fellowship and a meal 

are served at North Oaks, 2929 Emerson Ave. N. 

from 6-7 pm. St. Olaf members are invited.  

 

Women’s Note from Jan 
Thank you to all for contributing to the Sloppy 

Joe Lunch on November 3.  Our bake and craft 

sale is on Sunday, December 15. Please donate 

either bake goods or drafts to the sale. We’ll set up 

at 9:00 that morning in the Sletten Chapel.  To 

reach our goal of $1,000, we must raise $357 or 

more. It goes to the general fund for the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Community Resources 
 
Immigration legal help: Lutheran Social 
Services (2400 Park Ave. S.) Walk in: Tuesdays 
9 am - 12 noon and 1 - 4 pm  
By appointment: Call 612.879.5260 

 

HEALTH 
Neighborhood Health Source (Fremont Clinic) 
3300 Fremont Ave. N.  612-522-6627 
www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org 
Home Health Care – American United Care 
MN Sure – Somali Health Solutions 
2143 Lowry Ave. N.  612-259-8026 
www.americanunitedcare.com 
Sustainable Ressources Center  
Lead poisoning prevention and assistance 
1081 Tenth Ave. SE 612-870-4255 
www.src-mn.org 
 

COUNSELING 
Songs of the Journey counseling services for 
youth, adults, and families. Located at 2900 
Fremont Ave N, 612-287-9913 
Financial Counseling: Lutheran Social Services. 
Call 1-888-577-2227. 
Individual and family counseling: Lutheran 
Social Services. Call 1-888-881-8261. 
 

FOOD 
Loaves and Fishes meals Mon-Fri 5:30 -6:30 
pm New Bethel Baptist Church, 1115 N. 30th Ave.  

Serenity Church Saturday Food Drops at St. 

Olaf: 10:45 am  

Meals on Wheels 612-870-6121 

 
HOMELESSNESS 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church – referral assistance 
Adult Shelter Connect at St. Olaf Catholic 
Church, 215 S. 8th St.  Hours: M – F 9 am – 5:30 
pm; Sat & Sun 1 – 5:30 pm  
Downtown Congregations End Homelessness 
www.dceh.org  612-767-9219 

             DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Crisis Nursery 612-302-3500 

Oasis of Love, Crisis Intervention Center.  
Located at 2900 Fremont Ave. N call 612-529-
6055 or visit www.oasisoflove-inc.org  
support@agapeoasis.com 

 
CLOTHING 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church: Mon 10 – 12 am, 
Sat11 am - 1 pm, Sun 11:30 am – 1 pm 

EMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAINING 
Emerge 763-251-0379   training@emerge-mn.org 
www.emerge-mn.org 
Project for Pride in Living                    763-489-4728 

MISCELLANEOUS 
The Hub Social Services  2900 Fremont Ave. N. 
612-522-0942 
 
The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran 
333 South 4th St.  Contact: Rev. Melissa Pohlman 
612-767-9214 or mpohlman@centralmpls.org 

Minnesota Relay:  Telephone accessibility for  

people who are deaf, deaf/blind, hard of hearing or  

speech disabled. Call 800-657-3663 or  

www.tedprogram.org 
MN Snap: Pet neutering assistance 612-720-
8236 
PC’s for People: 1481 Marshall Ave. St. Paul, 
MN 651-354-2552 or info@pcsforpeople.org 
 

         CHILD AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Youth Development Activities:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church and New Directions Youth 
Ministry 612-529-7726 
Girl Scouts:  Meet 6:45 – 8 pm, 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church. Call Debra Bauknight for further 
information. 612-302-8697 
Hopewell Music Cooperative 
4350 Fremont Ave. N...      612-466-0696 
www.hopewellmusic.com 
Sunday School and Confirmation:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church 612-529-7726 
Hockey and Figure Skating:  New Directions 
Youth Ministry    612-588-9177 
Capri Glee Music Club 
2027 W. Broadway Ave,      612-643-2024 

SENIORS 
OWLS at Lord of Life, Maple Grove.  Faith, food 
and fellowship on the first Thursday of the month 
from 12 noon – 2 pm. Transportation from St. Olaf. 
Chore Services: Neighborhood Improvement 
Program.  612-374-3322 or 
seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org 
LSS Senior Companions:  651-310-9440 or 
www.lssmn.org/senior corps 
Serene Adult Day Center 
3108 Emerson Ave. N.   612-200-9280 
serenedaycare@gmail.com 
Hearts & Hammers: Free exterior home 
improvement for qualifying seniors 651-636-0797 
info@ heartsandhammers.org 
Homeowner Navigation Program: Help with 
yard  and paint work.  612-357-8020
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Our Mission Statement: 
To proclaim the Good News of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ and to reach out to the 
community in Christian love. 
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