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April at a Glance 

Apr 2 Good Friday  

         Tennebrae Service 

Apr 4 Easter Worship 

Apr 11 Climate Change 

          Action Committee 

Apr 17 Adult trip to  

       Como Conservatory 

If your birthday or anniver-

sary is missing or incorrect, 

call the church office!   

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

“On February 1, the ELCA churchwide organization implemented ‘Future Church,’ 

a new working structure focused on motivating the entire church to actively share 

the way of Jesus with more people so that they mighty experience community, 

justice, and love.” (Living Lutheran, March 2021) 

I thoroughly support this initiative.  Without a nuanced approach to the current 

sociological situation, the grace-oriented understanding of Christian faith 

represented by the ELCA and other mainline Protestant denominations might 

disappear.  Already the “nones” have risen to 1/3 of the under 30 population.   

Unfortunately, the nones have gotten much of their information about the 

Christian faith not from us mainline Protestant denominations, but from legalistic-

oriented churches who are misrepresenting the “way” of Jesus. (Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton, Living Lutheran, March 2021). 

Because of this, Bishop Eaton and the leadership of the ELCA see the way 

forward being for all of us ELCA Lutherans to be intentional about sharing our 

motivations and the grace that shapes that motivation.   

Our experience at St. Olaf would lead us to believe we have something 

important to add to this noble intent, lest the self-interest side of human motivation 

once again lead good intentions into socioeconomic privilege, which 

circumstantially is “white privilege,” the very phenomenum the nones are pushing 

back against. St. Olaf’s location in a community of poverty gives us a unique 

perspective on this situation. 

To that extent, we have engaged our Synod in a conversation about whether 

church wide resources get allocated according to the “way” of Jesus. The St. Olaf 

Executive Committee engaged in an almost 2 hour meeting with the Executive 

Committee of the Minneapolis Area Synod on March 1 to explore ways to better 

allocate Synod and churchwide resources to represents the interests of “the way.” 

When Jesus rose from the dead on Easter morning, all that he taught and 

represented became true.  From the instant the witnesses verified what they had 

seen, the “way” was established. Obviously, followers of the “way,” have not 

always represented the community, justice, and love of the way in just and loving 

ways.  But, Jesus cannot be put back in the tomb.  The “way” of salvation unleashed 

in his rising is true, and it is Life.   

The Synod agreed to continue the discussion with St. Olaf and other north 

Minneapolis churches about how to be real about community, justice, and love 

going into the future.  I can see St. Olaf playing a key role in that future as the rich 

heritage of this church comes to bear on the task at hand.      Peace…   Pastor Dale 

 
  

 

April Birthdays:   Jordan Cornormia – 8th    Barb Quist – 12th    Rumen Yattor – 25th    Rebecca Branch – 27th   

April Anniversaries:   Booker and Larinda Hodges – 9th 
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Late February News 
 

The first of two Semiannual Meetings of the 

Congregation was held on Sunday, February 28, in 

the church basement.  Members had the option of 

attending in person or via Zoom. The 2020 financial 

report and 2021 budget were approved at the meeting. 

 

The Annual Membership Meeting of the St. Olaf 

Residence was held on Sunday, February 28, right 

after the meeting of the congregation.  Members of 

the church are members of the Residence.  Although 

the Residence no longer conducts business, there is 

still unfinished business and there may be so for a few 

more years.  Some of this business is of benefit to the 

church.   

March News 
 

23 St. Olaf and New Directions youth and adults 

went on a downhill ski trip to Wild Mountain on 

Saturday, March 13.  The snow conditions were 

perfect. 

 

New Directions held the annual Hockey and Figure 

Skating Awards Banquet in the St. Olaf sanctuary 

on Monday, March 22.  Due to Covid restrictions, 

there was no food this year.  Over 75 persons were in 

attendance.  

 

We will have spring cleaning at St. Olaf on 

Saturday, March 27, from 12 noon to 3 pm, starting 

after the food distribution.  Bring cleaning supplies.  If 

someone can bring a meal to share, please call the 

church office. If you cannot make it at that time, you 

could work independently at another time.  

 

Palm Sunday will be held with palms.  Starting with 

Palm Sunday, the church is asking for maximum in 

person participation in Easter season services. 

 

April News 
 

The Tennebrae Good Friday service will be held at 

St. Olaf at 7 pm.  The service will be livestreamed on 

the church Facebook site as well.     

 

Easter service will be at 10:30 am.  The service will 

be livestreamed on the church Facebook site as well.     

The youth Easter Breakfast will not be held this year. 

 

Pastor Dale and Sue will be on vacation April 5 – 

11.  Pastoral emergencies will be handled by Pastors 

Roger (612-590-6573) or Joseph (952-491-3609). 

Ann, in the church office can help with other matters. 

 

The church will be closed on Sunday, April 11.  

Livestream worship will be provided by the Synod on 

the church Facebook site at the usual time (10:30 am). 

 

The Climate Change Action Group will meet on 

Thursday, April 15, at 6:30 pm.  New members are 

welcome and needed.  The meeting is Covid-19 safe.  

For more information and to make a pledge for the 

challenge, see p 5 of this publication. 

 

Adult Fellowship will go to the Como Conservatory 

and Zoo on Saturday, April 17.  The van will leave 

the St. Olaf parking lot at 12:30 pm and return at 4:30 

pm. 

 

The Block Club will meet on Tuesday, April 20, at 

6:30 pm in the church basement.  The Block Club is 

working to establish reasonable police protection in 

the St. Olaf neighborhood.  Anyone who lives, works, 

or worships in the St. Olaf neighborhood is welcome. 

 
 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
 

Memorials and Honorariums for the  Easter 

Memorial Garden are on page 4 of this publication. 

 

New Memorials for Jean Hulme (Pastor Dale’s aunt) 

(to New Directions Youth Ministry) 

See previous newsletters for the complete list. 
Matthew Schroeder 
Don and Lois Vannorsdall  

 

Consider a gift to The 150th Anniversary Capital 

Campaign.   Your name with your designated 

memorial or honorarium person will be displayed on 

a “brick” on the sanctuary entrance wall.  

 

LEGACY GIFTS 
 

Over the years, bequests have played a significant role 

in providing for the financial needs of St. Olaf 

Lutheran Church. Consider a Legacy Gift for St. Olaf 

in your will.   



 

Church Announcements & Events 
In our prayers: Heidi Karrow, Beatrice Johnson, 

Alvin Faulkner, Todd Quist, Betty Tetzlaff, the Langlie 

family, and Frances Wleh.  Frances is undergoing tests 

for chest pain.. The Langlie, family is trying to 

overturn a court ruling that forces Nathan to live in an 

assisted living facility. Betty is recovering at home 

from retina surgery. Todd Quist is undergoing 

immunotherapy for post-op cancer treatment and 

having a difficult time quitting smoking. 

 

St. Olaf is fully open for Sunday School, 

Confirmation, Adult Bible Study and Worship on 

Sundays.  The activities are conducted in accordance 

with the MN Dept of Health regulations for the current 

stage of the pandemic. If you have an underlying 

health condition or are over age 70, we still 

recommend you refrain from attending until you get a 

vaccination. We will continue to livestream and post 

the worship service on the church Facebook site (St. 

Olaf Lutheran Church) at 10:30 am on Sundays.  

 

For those opting to worship at home, please 

continue to mail in your offerings or use the Paypal 

option on the church webpage:  

www.stolaflutheran.org 

 

Some members have still not picked up their 

offering envelopes for 2020.  Using your offering 

envelopes helps the church be fiscally responsible. 

The cost of mailing them is prohibitively expensive. 

 

Volunteer needs at the church 

      -Sunday School teacher 

      -unload and pack food during the week 

      -tutor children after school 

      -clean the church 

Needs at the church 

-off grounds storage shed or garage 

 

Trouble getting a vaccination through your clinic? 

Register with mn.gov/vaccineconnector or call 651-

318-0989. More information is on the table by the  

 

Our missionary in Liberia, Rev. Linda Seyenkulo, 

is dealing with the Covid-19 crisis and needs 

support. Designate your contribution, “mission.”  

 

 

Instructions for adults in computer use and classes 

in financial literacy are ongoing at the Hub at St. 

Olaf.  Call the HUB at 612-522-0942. 

 

Apply for Thrivent funds for your fundraiser or 

service activity.  Any Thrivent member may apply on 

behalf of a fundraiser or service project under the 

“Thrivent Action Teams” section at 

www.Thrivent.com.   

 

The Saturday food, dry goods, and clothing 

distributions now start ½ hour earlier, at 10:30 am.  

Recipients may now wait inside.  Distribution is 

Covid-19 safe. 

 

Are we losing Thrivent funds?  If you have Thrivent 

Life Insurance or some other product, you are eligible 

to donate Thrivent funds to St. Olaf. Call 763-746-

3118 to donate or to buy a Thrivent product. Our agent 

is David Rasmussen. 

 

The books of 1st and 2nd Kings have surprising 

relevancy for the political events of today.  We are 

studying the books of 1 Kings and 2 Kings in Adult 

Bible Study to finish our study of the Deuteronomic 

history books of the Bible. 

 

Church secretary, Ann Hogan, provides counseling 

for employment, housing, energy assistance, 

homelessness, assistance for elderly and vulnerable 

people to stay in their homes, and other needs. To 

access this program, call Ann Hogan at the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stolaflutheran.org/
http://www.thrivent.com/


Climate Change Action Page 
 

April Climate Change Action Challenge  

Reduce use of plastics 
 

The Climate Change Challenge for April is to reduce 

your use of plastic. Keep up all of the previous climate 

change challenges:  recycling, changing light bulbs 

over to LED, eating less meat, consolidating errands to 

save gas, and using cold water for your laundry.  The 

Climate Change Action Committee asks your support 

for a Future Forests Fund, switchover to LED lighting, 

and installation of solar panels on the church roof.  

 

Climate Change Action Champions 
The following champions for climate change 

action have taken the pledge:  Doug Johnson, 

Sue Quist, Roger Stageberg, Tom Kirk, Rumen 

Hulmequist, Dale Hulme, Sadie Rose, Leeann 

Langlie, Ryan Langlie, Marissa Langlie, Dick 

Tetzlaff, and Betty Tetzlaff.

 

Native American Recipes                                                                           March 15, 2021 

 

N. Scott Momaday, Native American writer states “the floods and fires fueled by climate change are evidence 

that the Earth is getting angry with us.”  Native American cultures have a more intimate sense of our deep 

connection to the Earth, fires, water and wind.  The dominant culture sees the Earth as something to exploit for 

profit. 

To help us gain more respect for this deep connection that exists between Native Americans and the Earth, we 

would like bring to you on occasion Indigenous recipes for you to try.   It is hoped that we will begin to better 

understand Native American culture through their food and cuisine.  Most of the recipes presented will come 

from “The Sioux Chef’s Indigenous Kitchen” by Sean Sherman. 

                                                                                Doug Johnson, St. Olaf Climate Change Action Group 

 

The St. Olaf Lutheran Church Climate Change Action Committee is inviting you to take the climate 

pledge.  As Christians we are called to love God with all our heart, mind, and soul, and to love our 

neighbor as ourselves.   We can show our love for God by being good stewards of the land and our love 

for our neighbors by reducing the effects of climate change, which we know impacts our poor and 

marginalized neighbors the most.   

By taking the pledge you commit to reducing your environmental impact and to do your best to honor the 

monthly climate challenges.  You acknowledge that your actions have consequences that carry serious 

risks for future generations, and you can make choices to reduce the impact your actions have on climate 

change. 

With my signature I agree to take the following actions: 

I pledge to do my best to take part in the monthly St. Olaf Climate Change Action Committee climate 

challenges, and to continue with the challenges to reduce my impact on climate change. 

I will prayerfully reflect on my commitment to care for God’s creation and to protect the environment for all 

my neighbors, those present and for future generations. 

I agree to learn about the realities of climate change and to pay attention to my energy use. I will make low-

impact choices wherever possible. 

I will share my climate challenge choices with others and encourage them to take the pledge too. 

 

Signature:   _________________________________________ Date: ___________________     

 



Community Resources 
 

HEALTH 
Neighborhood Health Source (Fremont Clinic) 
3300 Fremont Ave. N.  612-522-6627 
www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org 
Home Health Care – American United Care 
MN Sure – Somali Health Solutions 
2143 Lowry Ave. N.  612-259-8026 
www.americanunitedcare.com 
The Hub Social Services  Lead poisoning 
prevention and assistance, asthma services, etc. 
2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

COUNSELING 
Songs of the Journey counseling services for 
youth, adults, and families. Located at 2900 Fremont 
Ave N, 612-287-9913 
Financial Counseling: Lutheran Social Services. 
Call 1-888-577-2227. 
Individual and family counseling: Lutheran Social 
Services. Call 1-888-881-8261. 
 

FOOD 
Loaves and Fishes meals Mon-Fri 5:30 -6:30 pm 
New Bethel Baptist Church, 1115 N. 30th Ave.  

Food and Commodities Distribution: Saturdays, 

10:30 am at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.  

Meals on Wheels 612-870-6121 

 
HOMELESSNESS 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church – referral assistance 
Adult Shelter Connect at St. Olaf Catholic 
Church, 215 S. 8th St.  Hours: M – F 9 am – 5:30 
pm; Sat & Sun 1 – 5:30 pm  
Downtown Congregations End Homelessness 
www.dceh.org  612-767-9219 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Crisis Nursery 612-302-3500 

Oasis of Love, Crisis Intervention Center.  
Located at 2900 Fremont Ave. N call 612-529-6055 
or visit www.oasisoflove-inc.org  
support@agapeoasis.com 

 
CLOTHING 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church:   Sat 11 am - 1 pm, Sun 
11:30 am – 1 pm 
 
Immigration legal help: Lutheran Social Services 
(2400 Park Ave. S.) Walk in: Tuesdays 9 am - 12 
noon and 1 - 4 pm  
By appointment: Call 612.879.5260 

 
EMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAINING 

Emerge 763-251-0379   training@emerge-mn.org 

www.emerge-mn.org 
Project for Pride in Living                    763-489-4728 
The HUB       Computer Skills for Adults 

2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran 
333 South 4th St.  Contact: Rev. Melissa Pohlman 
612-767-9214 or mpohlman@centralmpls.org 

Minnesota Relay:  Telephone accessibility for  

people who are deaf, deaf/blind, hard of hearing or  

speech disabled. Call 800-657-3663 or  

www.tedprogram.org 
MN Snap: Pet neutering assistance 612-720-8236 
PC’s for People: 1481 Marshall Ave. St. Paul, MN 
651-354-2552 or info@pcsforpeople.org 
Mainline Protestant 12 step program on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81470899913?pwd=U
Ud1T1lDTnd1ckFDSS84MXJQeXY5QT09 
 

         CHILD AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Youth Club and After School Tutoring:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church and New Directions Youth Ministry 
612-529-7726 
Girl Scouts:  Meet 6:45 – 8 pm, 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. 
Call Debra Bauknight for further information. 612-
302-8697 
Hopewell Music Cooperative 
4350 Fremont Ave. N...      612-466-0696 
www.hopewellmusic.com 
Sunday School and Confirmation:  St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church 612-529-7726 
Hockey and Figure Skating:  New Directions Youth 
Ministry    612-588-9177 
Capri Glee Music Club 
2027 W. Broadway Ave,      612-643-2024 
 

SENIORS 
OWLS at Lord of Life, Maple Grove.  Faith, food and 
fellowship on the first Thursday of the month from 12 
noon – 2 pm. Transportation from St. Olaf. 
Chore Services: Neighborhood Improvement 
Program.  612-374-3322 or 
seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org 
LSS Senior Companions:  651-310-9440 or 
www.lssmn.org/senior corps 
Serene Adult Day Center 
3108 Emerson Ave. N.   612-200-9280 
serenedaycare@gmail.com 
Hearts & Hammers: Free exterior home 
improvement for qualifying seniors 651-636-0797 
info@ heartsandhammers.org 
Homeowner Navigation Program: Help with yard  
and paint work.  612-357-802 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To proclaim the Good News of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ and to reach out to the 
community in Christian love. 
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