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January at a Glance 

Jan 2 Downhill Skiing 

          at Wild Mountain 

Jan 14 Climate Change 

          Action Committee 

Jan 15 Adult Fellowshp 

Jan 19 Special focus 

       Block Club meeting 

If your birthday or anniver-

sary is missing or incorrect, 

call the church office!   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

As we move into a new year, many have been raising the question, “Was 

2020 a year to remember or a year to forget?”  One person quipped, “What a great 

year to have Alzheimer’s!”  Either way, the question assumes that we’re glad 

2020 is over. 

It wasn’t a great year to have Alzheimer’s.  A large percentage of 

Alzheimer’s patients live in long term care facilities and many of them died, 

including my beloved Aunt Jean.  I was gladdened by the family’s decision to 

actually hold a funeral rather than wait, because in the end, I wonder how many of 

those deferred memorials will actually happen.  Moreover, without a funeral, the 

church loses its main opportunity for its proclamation regarding death: “Death has 

been swallowed up in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:54) 

The question, “is 2020 a year to remember or a year to forget” reminds me 

of the classic optimist/pessimist metaphor: “Is the glass half full or half empty?” 

In Jesus, God provided infinite optimism, not only in theory, but in fact.  The 

death and resurrection of Jesus not only conquered death, but it also gave us the 

Holy Spirit of Jesus who is present with us every moment of our lives.  A year or 

an event can give us something we wish to forget, but we cannot be overcome by 

bad events because the Holy Spirit reminds us that God cares for us and has 

prepared an eternal home for us with a unique address for each and every one of 

us. 

As we enter the New Year and leave 2020 behind, we need to make a 

resolution to leave virtual worship behind.  We need to resolve to gather as the 

Body of Christ as soon as we know we are safe and are able.  As I mentioned 

earlier in this letter, the Body of Christ has some functions we may not have 

realized had not this pandemic-enforced separation occurred.  The proclamation 

of God’s victory over death at funerals is just one of these. Another is the 

remembrance of this victory in the Lord’s Supper.  I find it fascinating that the 

new vaccines rely on the same biochemical that memory relies on – messenger 

RNA.  Memory is integral to our being and the collective memory that we 

experience in the Lord’s Supper with one another and with the divine has no 

comparable ritual in human life and experience.   

So, as the New Year rushes in, make those resolutions to care for oneself, 

to care for one another, and most importantly, to care for the church, which is 

God’s chosen institution to reconcile the world to Godself.  Have a blessed New 

Year.      

Peace….  Pastor Dale    
  

     

 

 

January Birthdays:  Janice Campbell – 14th    Betty Tetzlaff – 17th   Sahr Yattor – 24th     Anna Bloh – 22nd    Shirley Chavers – 

27th    Mary Jane Borbor – 28th     

January Anniversaries:  John and Donna Hemp – 10th     
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December News 
 

The following activities were ongoing during the 

month of December and will continue in January: 

 

Sunday Worship and Bible Study 

Sunday School and Confirmation 

Saturday Food Distribution and Clothes Closet 

Saturday Work Credit for Youth 

Youth Club 

After School Tutoring 

Hockey and Figure Skating 

      Sewing Group 

 

Space sharing church, Great Is Thy Faithfulness, also 

continued with worship and food distribution.  

 

St. Olaf partnership church, Lord of Life, Maple 

Grove, continued to provide meals for the youth of the 

neighborhood at Wednesday Youth Club.  The club 

continued with Peer Counseling Training and having 

fun.  On December 12, 9 youth and 3 adults went 

downhill skiing at Hyland Hills.  Although youth 

sports have been curtailed, the youth group continued 

with “dry land training” in the parking lot of a nearby 

school and practiced skating at Crystal Lake. 

 

The Climate Change Action Group will met on 

December 10.  The Climate Change Challenge for 

December is “smart trips.” For more information and 

to make a pledge for the challenge, see page 5. 

 

Adult Fellowship toured Christmas lights and the 

Christmas display at Lord of Life on December 18.   

 

The St. Olaf sewing group made quilts for 

volunteers at the church.  Administrative Secretary, 

Ann Hogan, leads the sewing group. 

 

The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held 

at 6 pm at St. Olaf. The church will be closed on 

Christmas day. As usual, there will be no Christmas 

day service.  Sunday School will go on recess 

December 27 and January 3.  Bible Study will go on 

recess December 27 and resume on January 3. 

 

Pastor Dale and Sue will go on vacation December 

27 – Jan 2.  Urgent pastoral needs will be taken by 

Pastor Joseph (952-491-3609) or Pastor Roger (612-

590-6573) 

January News 
 

The youth will go on a downhill ski trip to Wild 

Mountain on Saturday, January 2.  Other adults 

may attend and may bring children, but they must 

chaperone them and ski with them.  Permission slips 

with full details are on the table by the church office.   

 

The Climate Change Action Group will meet on 

Thursday, January 14, at 6:30 pm.  New members 

are welcome and needed.  The meeting is Covid-19 

safe.  For more information and to make a pledge for 

the challenge, see p 5 of this publication. 

 

Adult Fellowship will be held on Friday, January 

15, from 7-9 pm.  Bring a snack and a favorite game, 

if you have one, to share. The event will be Covid safe. 

 

Jordan Area Director, Cathy Spann, and perhaps 

former Council Member, Don Samuels, will 

convene a meeting on public safety at the St. Olaf 

Block Club meeting on Tuesday, January 19.  The 

meeting will be held in the sanctuary to be safe and is 

open to anyone who anyone who lives, works, or 

worships in north Minneapolis. Ms. Spann, Mr and 

Mrs. Samuels, and others have sued the City of 

Minneapolis for failing to protect its citizens.  Since 

the lawsuit was filed, the City Council, with the 

Mayor’s approval, cut $8 million from an already 

depleted police force during a crime wave.  The 

meeting will begin at 6:30 pm. 

 

The youth will go on a downhill ski trip to Wild 

Mountain on Saturday, January 29.  Other adults 

may attend and may bring children, but they must 

chaperone them and ski with them.  Permission slips 

with full details are on the table by the church office.   

 

The semi-annual meeting of the church will be 

postponed until all may safely attend. In the 

meanwhile, the Church Council will continue to 

conduct the business of the church. 

 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
 

A special thank you to each of you who responded to 

my plea for donations to WELCA. We were able o 

make our goal of $1,000 to the general fund for the 

year 2020.  Every little bit of help we get, helps us to 

stay alive in a neighborhood so needing us to be here.  

Thank you again.            Jan Prince, WELCA  



 

CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP 
 

              Mary Wreh got her green card!   
 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
 

Consider a gift to The 150th Anniversary Capital 

Campaign.   Your name with your designated 

memorial or honorarium person will be displayed on 

a “brick” on the sanctuary entrance wall.  

  

LEGACY GIFTS 
 

Over the years, bequests have played a significant role 

in providing for the financial needs of St. Olaf 

Lutheran Church. Consider a Legacy Gift for St. Olaf 

in your will.   

 

Church Announcements & Events 
In our prayers: Heidi Karrow, Todd Smith, Beatrice 

Johnson, Alvin Faulkner, Todd Quist, Shandrelle 

(Junior) Nash, the Langlie family, the Hulme family, 

and Pastor Joseph. Pastor Joseph has suffered many 

things during this pandemic including a severe case of 

the Covid, the death of his mother and inability to 

provide her a safe burial place, divorce, the serious 

injury of his son, and more.  He will be taking some 

time off.  Pastor Dale’s aunt, Jean Hulme, died from 

Covid. The funeral will be immediate family only on 

Dec. 28th in Ohio.  Nathan’s condition is deteriorating 

as the Langlie’s wait for the court decision as to 

whether Nathan can come home. Junior is being 

assessed for a seizure of unknown cause. Todd is 

undergoing immunotherapy for post-op cancer 

treatment. 

 

St. Olaf is fully open for Sunday School, 

Confirmation, Adult Bible Study and Worship on 

Sundays.  The activities are conducted in accordance 

with the MN Dept of Health regulations for the current 

stage of the pandemic. If you have an underlying 

health condition or are over age 70, we still 

recommend you refrain from attending. We will 

continue to livestream and post the worship service on 

the church Facebook site (St. Olaf Lutheran Church) at 

10:30 am on Sundays. The special music and sermon 

will be posted on the church Youtube Channel later. 

For those opting to worship at home, please 

continue to mail in your offerings or use the Paypal 

option on the church webpage:  

www.stolaflutheran.org 

 

Reminder: Members, pick up your offering envelopes 

and turn in your pledge cards.  They are on the table by 

the office. 

 

Sunday School and Confirmation class will be 

canceled for Dec. 27 and Jan. 3. 

Worship will be supplied by the Synod on 

December 27.  The worship will be streamed on the 

church Facebook channel at the regular time 10:30 am.  

There will be no Bible Study on Dec. 27 and the 

church building will be closed until Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness arrives.  Great Is Thy Faithfulness will 

hold their in person worship at the regular time of 

12:30 pm. 

 

Pastor Dale and Sue will go on vacation December 

27 – Jan 2.  Urgent pastoral needs will be taken by 

Pastor Joseph (952-491-3609) or Pastor Roger (612-

590-6573) 

 

Instructions for adults in computer use are ongoing 

at the Hub at St. Olaf.  Call the HUB at 612-522-

0942. 

 

Volunteer needs at the church 

      -pack food prior to Saturday delivery 

      -tutor children after school 

      -Monday hockey equipment check out 

      -Take old light bulbs to recycling 

      -drive for Sunday School, worship, or 

       hockey (Mondays and Saturdays)      

 

Needs at the church 

-off grounds storage shed or garage 

-winter coats and other winter clothing 

 

The Saturday food, dry goods, and clothing 

distributions now start ½ hour earlier, at 10:30 am.  

Recipients and volunteers still must wait outside and 

should dress warmly.  Distribution is Covid-19 safe. 

 

Our missionary in Liberia, Rev. Linda Seyenkulo, 

is dealing with the Covid-19 crisis and needs 

support. Designate your contribution, “mission.” Her 

bimonthly newsletter is on the table by the office.  

 

Sewing class has resumed on Saturdays at 10 am.  

http://www.stolaflutheran.org/


 

New sewers are welcome.  Guidelines of the MN 

Dept. of Health are being followed. 

 

Contribute to ELCA Disaster Response. Pastor Dale 

will match your contributions up to $400. Contribute 

by pew envelope, check by mail, or the website 

paypal. Designate it “Disaster Response.”   

 

Apply for Thrivent funds for your fundraiser or 

service activity.  Any Thrivent member may apply on 

behalf of a fundraiser or service project under the 

“Thrivent Action Teams” section at 

www.Thrivent.com.  Suzanne Olson used her Thrivent 

membership to provide funds to provide wifi 

capability to the tutoring computers. 

 

Adult Bible Study is ongoing at 9 am on Sundays 

with the study of the “Deuteronomic History.”  We 

will study the books of 1 Kings and 2 Kings. 

 

Are we losing Thrivent funds?  If you have Thrivent 

Life Insurance or some other product, you are eligible 

to donate Thrivent funds to St. Olaf. Call 763-746-

3118 to donate or to buy a Thrivent product. Our agent 

is David Rasmussen. 

 
Church secretary, Ann Hogan, provides counseling 

for employment, housing, energy assistance, 

homelessness, assistance for elderly and vulnerable 

people to stay in their homes, and other needs. To access 

this program, call Ann Hogan at the church.

 



Christmas Poinsettias 2020    

 
Given By     In Memory Of 
Michelle and Dale Schrimshaw  Bill and Lenora Rasmusson 

Michelle and Dale Schrimshaw                      DeAnn Garrett 

Ed Enstrom     Winifred and LeRoy Enstrom 

Debby Schipper                         Lawrence, Janice, and Rob Holmberg  

                                                                       (Debby’s parents and brother) 

Debby Schipper    Debby’s Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles and Cousins 

Sue Quist and Dale Hulme   Pat and Ray Quist, Bill and Lucy Hulme 

 

 

 
 

The number of poinsettias and donors was limited this year by the inability to fully use and 

decorate the sanctuary for Christmas due to the Covid pandemic.  We plan to resume the 

normal festive celebration of Christmas next year with Choir, Children’s Program, Community 

Candlelight Service, and full decoration of the historic, renovated sanctuary. 

 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/


 

Climate Change Action Page 
 

January Climate Change Action Challenge 

Smart Trips 
It is estimated that the United States with 5% of the 

world’s population, is responsible for 45% of the 

world’s automotive carbon dioxide emissions. Would 

you like to reduce your carbon dioxide contribution to 

global warming?  One way is to drive your car or truck 

less.  A simple way to do this is to make “Smart 

Trips”.   

Instead of driving home from work (for example) and 

then making a quick trip to the grocery store and then 

later going to the drug store, make all those stops on 

your way home from work.  The stops should be close 

to your route home to be effective.  This is called 

“Smart Trips”.  You will save money on less gas, car 

maintenance and insurance.  You will save time and 

best of all you will reduce your contribution of carbon 

dioxide that causes global warming.  Try it, you will 

like it.  

Climate Change Action Champions 
The following champions for climate change 

action have taken the pledge:  Doug Johnson, 

Sue Quist, Roger Stageberg, Tom Kirk, Rumen 

Hulmequist, Dale Hulme, and Sadie Rose. 

 

The St. Olaf Lutheran Church Climate Change Action Committee is inviting you to take 

the climate pledge.  As Christians we are called to love God with all our heart, mind, and 

soul, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.   We can show our love for God by being good 

stewards of the land and our love for our neighbors by reducing the effects of climate 

change, which we know impacts our poor and marginalized neighbors the most.   

By taking the pledge you commit to reducing your environmental impact and to do your 

best to honor the monthly climate challenges.  You acknowledge that your actions have 

consequences that carry serious risks for future generations, and you can make choices to 

reduce the impact your actions have on climate change. 

 
With my signature I agree to take the following actions: 

 

I pledge to do my best to take part in the monthly St. Olaf Climate Change Action 

Committee climate challenges, and to continue with the challenges to reduce my impact 

on climate change. 

I will prayerfully reflect on my commitment to care for God’s creation and to protect the 

environment for all my neighbors, those present and for future generations. 

 

 
I agree to learn about the realities of climate change and to pay attention to my energy 

use. I will make low-impact choices wherever possible.  

 

I will share my climate challenge choices with others and encourage them to take the pledge 

too. 

 

 

Signature:   _________________________________________ Date: ___________________                                



Community Resources 
 

HEALTH 
Neighborhood Health Source (Fremont Clinic) 
3300 Fremont Ave. N.  612-522-6627 
www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org 
Home Health Care – American United Care 
MN Sure – Somali Health Solutions 
2143 Lowry Ave. N.  612-259-8026 
www.americanunitedcare.com 
The Hub Social Services  Lead poisoning 
prevention and assistance, asthma services, etc. 
2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

COUNSELING 
Songs of the Journey counseling services for 
youth, adults, and families. Located at 2900 Fremont 
Ave N, 612-287-9913 
Financial Counseling: Lutheran Social Services. 
Call 1-888-577-2227. 
Individual and family counseling: Lutheran Social 
Services. Call 1-888-881-8261. 
 

FOOD 
Loaves and Fishes meals Mon-Fri 5:30 -6:30 pm 
New Bethel Baptist Church, 1115 N. 30th Ave.  

Food and Commodities Distribution: Saturdays, 

10:30 am at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.  

Meals on Wheels 612-870-6121 

 
HOMELESSNESS 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church – referral assistance 
Adult Shelter Connect at St. Olaf Catholic 
Church, 215 S. 8th St.  Hours: M – F 9 am – 5:30 
pm; Sat & Sun 1 – 5:30 pm  
Downtown Congregations End Homelessness 
www.dceh.org  612-767-9219 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Crisis Nursery 612-302-3500 

Oasis of Love, Crisis Intervention Center.  
Located at 2900 Fremont Ave. N call 612-529-6055 
or visit www.oasisoflove-inc.org  
support@agapeoasis.com 

 
CLOTHING 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church:   Sat 11 am - 1 pm, Sun 
11:30 am – 1 pm 
 
Immigration legal help: Lutheran Social Services 
(2400 Park Ave. S.) Walk in: Tuesdays 9 am - 12 
noon and 1 - 4 pm  
By appointment: Call 612.879.5260 

 
EMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAINING 

Emerge 763-251-0379   training@emerge-mn.org 

www.emerge-mn.org 
Project for Pride in Living                    763-489-4728 
The HUB       Computer Skills for Adults 

2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran 
333 South 4th St.  Contact: Rev. Melissa Pohlman 
612-767-9214 or mpohlman@centralmpls.org 

Minnesota Relay:  Telephone accessibility for  

people who are deaf, deaf/blind, hard of hearing or  

speech disabled. Call 800-657-3663 or  

www.tedprogram.org 
MN Snap: Pet neutering assistance 612-720-8236 
PC’s for People: 1481 Marshall Ave. St. Paul, MN 
651-354-2552 or info@pcsforpeople.org 
Mainline Protestant 12 step program on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81470899913?pwd=U
Ud1T1lDTnd1ckFDSS84MXJQeXY5QT09 
 

         CHILD AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Youth Club and After School Tutoring:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church and New Directions Youth Ministry 
612-529-7726 
Girl Scouts:  Meet 6:45 – 8 pm, 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. 
Call Debra Bauknight for further information. 612-
302-8697 
Hopewell Music Cooperative 
4350 Fremont Ave. N...      612-466-0696 
www.hopewellmusic.com 
Sunday School and Confirmation:  St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church 612-529-7726 
Hockey and Figure Skating:  New Directions Youth 
Ministry    612-588-9177 
Capri Glee Music Club 
2027 W. Broadway Ave,      612-643-2024 
 

SENIORS 
OWLS at Lord of Life, Maple Grove.  Faith, food and 
fellowship on the first Thursday of the month from 12 
noon – 2 pm. Transportation from St. Olaf. 
Chore Services: Neighborhood Improvement 
Program.  612-374-3322 or 
seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org 
LSS Senior Companions:  651-310-9440 or 
www.lssmn.org/senior corps 
Serene Adult Day Center 
3108 Emerson Ave. N.   612-200-9280 
serenedaycare@gmail.com 
Hearts & Hammers: Free exterior home 
improvement for qualifying seniors 651-636-0797 
info@ heartsandhammers.org 
Homeowner Navigation Program: Help with yard  
and paint work.  612-357-802 

http://www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org/
http://www.dceh.org/
http://www.oasisoflove-inc.org/
mailto:training@emerge-mn.org
http://www.emerge-mn.org/
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https://addictionandfaith.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4849c2b74e5d7454d4f29bb0d&id=c5c8af4733&e=188ea9be2c
https://addictionandfaith.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4849c2b74e5d7454d4f29bb0d&id=c5c8af4733&e=188ea9be2c
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Our Mission Statement: 
To proclaim the Good News of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ and to reach out to the 
community in Christian love. 
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