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The shootings of 12 children in north Minneapolis in 2021, 3 in the St. Olaf 

neighborhood in the past month, has raised a cry for churches to do something.  

To some extent, asking churches to do something is a little like clutching at 

straws.  Before we can do anything, we have to feel safe in the streets.  I had to 

duck bullets last Saturday as I mowed my lawn. A St. Olaf member’s grandson 

was paralyzed in a drive-by shooting.  A 6 year old munching on a hamburger in 

the back seat of her mother’s car died from her injuries. The first order of 

business is to protect the people of the neighborhood and the church so that we 

can love our neighbor.  Without effective police protection, we are immobilized. 

And yet political leaders are paralyzed by the quandry created by the 

“defund the police” movement.  Defund the police makes absolutely no sense 

when little children are dying.  Community leaders have established a “both and” 

approach which makes more sense – both reform and fund the police. But, there 

is still resistance and what the community does not need now is well-meaning 

people from outside the community tipping the balance toward defund.  We need 

protection now. 

As a church of the ELCA, we recognize that we have more potential 

assets than many of the African-American churches that are being called on to do 

something.  We have begun discussions with the leadership of the Synod and the 

ELCA to allocate more funding resources in north Minneapolis.  These bodies 

regularly allocate funds to reach goals within the church.  We are making the 

point that, since the George Floyd upheaval of last year, racial reparations are the 

most worthy goal at this time.  Goals of church growth will only fail if the ELCA 

does not address this most pressing need. 

We have gone ahead with several activities to address the shortfall of 

family funds and the need for families to have structured activities for their 

children.  These are costly and we are in discussions as to why St. Olaf always 

seems to be off the radar screen of funding allocations for north Minneapolis.  

An interesting fact is that Shiloh Temple came to St. Olaf’s assistance a couple 

of years ago when we couldn’t get on our feet after the fall of the nursing home. 

Shiloh Temple is a prominent African-American church in north Minneapolis. 

Churches are seeing a falling off of attendance and membership in the 

wake of the pandemic. This is not a helpful phenomenum because churches are 

essential to the fabric of human society.  Going forward at St. Olaf, we plan to be 

more vocal about the assets of the Christian church.  Recognizing that there were 

past offenses of the Christian church is an essential part of the process, but so is 

moving forward.      (continued on p. 2) 
 

 

 

 

June Birthdays:   Dick Tetzlaff – 3rd    Todd Smith – 7th    Beagtrice Johnson – 10th    Ann Hogan – 14th    Sadie Rose – 15th    

Darbor Kollie – 21st    Irene Ford – 22nd    Cedric Daher – 24th    Mosia Vankpanah – 27th    Anna McConnell – 29th        

June Anniversaries:   Pastor Dale and Sue Quist – 9th   
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(continued from p. 1) The assets of the church are 

timeless and time offers no direction but forward. 

The church carries that most important asset -

forgiveness, upon which the realization of lofty goals 

depends.                                      

Without a deep and thorough possibility of 

forgiveness, efforts to establish justice and non-

violence become frustrating and even hopeless. The 

possibility of forgiveness through the power of the 

resurrection of Jesus provides the potential for hope 

and hope is what we need right now. But, churches 

need to be aware that without thoroughgoing self-

examination and redirection toward the goal of justice 

and nonviolence, which right now is racial 

reparations, resurrection power is essentially 

unavailable.  It has to be employed toward those 

whom Thurman has identified as people with their 

backs up against the wall, for that is the context our of 

which Jesus came and which gives the resurrection its 

power. And with that power, I have no doubt that we 

will be able to move the needle of human morality 

toward justice and nonviolence.  

   Peace…. Pastor Dale 

 

May News 
 

St. Olaf was a site for free Pfizer vaccinations on 

Saturday, May 1, from 10:30 am – 2:00 pm and 2nd 

shot on Saturday, May 22.  21 people were 

vaccinated.    

 

One of the families in the St. Olaf youth group’s 

house burned down in the early morning hours of 

Saturday, May 8.  They lost everything except the 

clothes on their backs, but by the grace of God no one 

in the 5 member family was hurt. The church provided 

meals for their first day at a motel and, with the help of 

New Directions, collected $800 to assist the family 

with immediate needs.  When the family moved into 

their new home, the church provided enough food to 

stock their shelves, refrigerator and freezer. North 

Commons Park, where the boys played hockey, 

provided household furnishings when they moved in.  

It was a hands on lesson in community for all involved 

  

St. Olaf youth went to Chutes and Ladders on 

Saturday, May 8, from 1 – 6 pm.  They rode the bike 

trails and picnicked there as well.  

 

The Block Club held a community meeting on 

public safety on Tuesday, May 18.  A representative 

from Operation Safety Now presented on which 

candidates for City Council support the “both and” 

(both police reform and more police) approach to 

community safety and how to use ranked choice voting 

to elect the best candidate for that approach.  

 

The 2nd Semi-annual meeting of the congregation 

was held on Sunday, May 23, after church.  The 

congregation reaffirmed its commitment to being a 

church and committing itself to the pressing needs of 

the community in which it serves.  This now includes a 

commitment to work on racial equity and continue 

discussions with the Minneapolis Synod and the 

National church regarding the allocation of resources 

for this goal.  

 

Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult Bible 

Study will be canceled on Sunday, May 30, for 

Memorial Day.  

June News 
 

New Directions will be offering transportation from 

St. Olaf and supervision for the Herb Brooks 

Foundation Learn to Skate and Learn to Play 

Hockey Clinics – Mondays and Wednesdays, July 12 

– 28, 3:20 – 4:00 pm at Parade Ice Garden.  Free. 

Registration begins June 1.  For more information 

visit Summer Clinics (herbbrooksfoundation.com) 

 

After School Tutoring and Youth Group will 

continue throughout the summer.  Exact schedule 

and program content of these activities will be 

determined as school schedules become more known. 

 

The Climate Change Group will meet on Thursday, 

June 10, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  New members are 

invited.   

 

The Youth Benefit Garage Sale will be held on 

Saturday, June 12.  Donations will be taken at the 

church. Youth may use credit money earned at the sale 

to pay for their activities during the summer.   

 

Children and youth may attend North Commons 

Park Self-Expression and Creativity Camp with 

New Directions June 14 – 18.  Permission slips with 

full details are on the table by the church office.   

 

https://www.herbbrooksfoundation.com/summerclinics


 

The St. Olaf Block Club will meet on Tuesday, June 

15, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  Anyone who lives, works, 

or worships in the St. Olaf neighborhood is welcome 

to attend.  The Club is working on increasing 

involvement through raising political awareness 

around the issue of public safety. 

 

Adult Fellowship will go to Lake Harriet for an 

outdoor concert on Friday, June 18, from 7 – 9 pm.  

Tre Aaron, Country and Rhythm and Blues artist will 

perform.  The van will leave St. Olaf at 6:30 and return 

at 9:30 pm. 

 

Youth, grades 7-12, will go to Valleyfair on 

Saturday, June 19.  Others adults and children with 

an adult chaperone may attend as well.  The group rate 

price is $25.50 and does not include Soak City due to 

capacity restrictions (though you might get in). The 

van will leave St. Olaf at 9 am and return at 10 pm .  

Permissions slips with full details are on the table by 

the church office. 

 

Camp Wapogasset will be held for children and 

youth in grades 4 – 12 during the week of June 27 – 

July 2.  Permission slips are available on the table by 

the church office.  Registration should be done as soon 

as possible at http://lwlbci.com/stolaf. Payment can be 

done later and garage sale credit can be used.  

 

CHANGES IN DIRECTORY 
 Please make the following changes in your Directory. 

 

Nathaniel Kinapoe 

2818 Northway Dr. Apr 201 

Brooklyn Center, MN  55430-2496 

 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
 

Consider a gift to The 150th Anniversary Capital 

Campaign.   Your name with your designated 

memorial or honorarium person will be displayed on 

a “brick” on the sanctuary entrance wall.  

 

LEGACY GIFTS 
 

Over the years, bequests have played a significant role 

in providing for the financial needs of St. Olaf 

Lutheran Church. Consider a Legacy Gift for St. Olaf 

in your will.   

AWARDS AND HONORS 
 

Ryan Langlie   Minnesota Honor Society 

Mosia Vankpanah     

     Graduation from North Hennepin College - May 27 

     RN degree in nursing 

 

 

 

Church Announcements & Events 
In our prayers: Heidi Karrow, Beatrice Johnson, 

Alvin Faulkner, Todd Quist, Betty Tetzlaff, the Langlie 

family, Doug Johnson, Finda Borbor, Alante Mitchell, 

and Larinda Faulkner. Larinda will be having surgery 

for cancer. Alante is Larinda’s grandson and he was 

shot in a case of mistaken identity and is paralyzed.  

Finda is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

Doug is being assessed for possible infection in his 

new hip transplant. The Langlie family is still trying to 

be reunited after Nathan was taken out of the home. 

Betty is recovering from retina surgery, cataract 

surgery, and open sores.  

 

St. Olaf will continue to be open for Sunday School, 

Confirmation, Adult Bible Study and Worship on 

Sundays.  The activities will be conducted in 

accordance with current pandemic regulations. We will 

continue to livestream the worship service on the 

church Facebook site (St. Olaf Lutheran Church) at 

10:30 am on Sundays. The services are also posted for 

later viewing. 

 

For those opting to worship at home, please 

continue to mail in your offerings or use the Paypal 

option on the church webpage:  

www.stolaflutheran.org 

 

After School Tutoring is ongoing from 3 – 5 pm, 

Mondays through Thursdays.  Application forms are 

on the table by the church office.   

 

The Youth Benefit Garage Sale will be held on 

Saturday, June 12.  Donations will be taken at the 

church. Youth may use credit money earned at the sale 

to pay for their activities during the summer.  

Activities planned include ValleyFair, To access youth 

activities, youth must attend either Sunday School or 

Wednesday youth group.  

 

http://lwlbci.com/stolaf
http://www.stolaflutheran.org/


 

Camp Wapogasset will be held for children and 

youth in grades 4 – 12 during the week of June 27 – 

July 2.  Permission slips are available on the table by 

the church office.  Register now at 

http://lwlbci.com/stolaf.  Payment can be later and 

garage sale credit can be used.  

Help India deal with the Covid crisis: 

Donate online: lwr.org/help-india 

Donate by Phone: +1 (800) 597.5972 

Donate by Mail: Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 

17061, Baltimore, MD  21297-1061 

Our missionary in Liberia, Rev. Linda Seyenkulo, 

is dealing with the Covid-19 crisis and needs 

support. Designate your contribution, “mission.”  

 

Volunteer needs at the church 

      -Sunday School teacher 

      -unload and pack food during the week 

      -tutor children after school 

      -clean and paint the church 

      -flower planting and other landscaping 

Needs at the church 

-off grounds storage shed or garage 

 

Youth Group meets on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 

8:30 pm.  Applications forms are on the table by the 

church office. 

A delicious meal is provided by partnership church, 

Lord of Life Maple Grove. Youth group is for youth, 

grades 7 – 12. Transportation is available for north 

Minneapolis youth.  

 

Instructions for adults in computer use and classes 

in financial literacy are ongoing at the Hub at St. 

Olaf.  Call the HUB at 612-522-0942. 

 

Apply for Thrivent funds for your fundraiser or 

service activity.  Any Thrivent member may apply on 

behalf of a fundraiser or service project under the 

“Thrivent Action Teams” section at 

www.Thrivent.com.   

 

The books of 1st and 2nd Kings have surprising 

relevancy for the political events of today.  We are 

studying the books of 1 Kings and 2 Kings in Adult 

Bible Study to finish our study of the Deuteronomic 

history books of the Bible.  We will have Bible Study 

on Easter. 

 

The Saturday food, dry goods, and clothing 

distributions now start ½ hour earlier, at 10:30 am.  

Distribution is Covid-19 safe. 

 

Are we losing Thrivent funds?  If you have Thrivent 

Life Insurance or some other product, you are eligible 

to donate Thrivent funds to St. Olaf. Call 763-746-

3118 to donate or to buy a Thrivent product. Our agent 

is David Rasmussen. 

 

Church secretary, Ann Hogan, provides counseling 

for employment, housing, energy assistance, 

homelessness, assistance for elderly and vulnerable 

people to stay in their homes, and other needs. To 

access this program, call Ann Hogan at the church. 

 

 

http://lwlbci.com/stolaf
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Climate Change Action Page 
 

June Climate Change Action Challenge  

Carry your own water bottle 
 

The Climate Change Challenge for June is to carry 

your own water bottle. Keep up all of the previous 

climate change challenges:  recycling, changing light 

bulbs over to LED, eating less meat, consolidating 

errands to save gas, using cold water for your laundry, 

and reducing your use of plastics.  The Climate 

Change Action Group also asks your support for the 

Future Forests Fund, which was added to our Mission 

Budget this year. Designate your contribution “Future 

Forest Fund.”  The CCAG is looking for a clothing 

recycling champion.  Rather than throw unusable 

clothing donations in the dumpster, the clothing 

recycling champion would take them to a recycling 

place. 

 

Climate Change Action Champions 
The following champions for climate change 

action have taken the pledge:  Doug Johnson, 

Sue Quist, Roger Stageberg, Tom Kirk, Rumen 

Hulmequist, Dale Hulme, Sadie Rose, Leeann 

Langlie, Ryan Langlie, Marissa Langlie, Dick 

Tetzlaff, and Betty Tetzlaff.

 

The St. Olaf Lutheran Church Climate Change Action Committee is inviting you to take the climate 

pledge.  As Christians we are called to love God with all our heart, mind, and soul, and to love our 

neighbor as ourselves.   We can show our love for God by being good stewards of the land and our love 

for our neighbors by reducing the effects of climate change, which we know impacts our poor and 

marginalized neighbors the most.   

By taking the pledge you commit to reducing your environmental impact and to do your best to honor the 

monthly climate challenges.  You acknowledge that your actions have consequences that carry serious 

risks for future generations, and you can make choices to reduce the impact your actions have on climate 

change. 

With my signature I agree to take the following actions: 

I pledge to do my best to take part in the monthly St. Olaf Climate Change Action Committee climate 

challenges, and to continue with the challenges to reduce my impact on climate change. 

I will prayerfully reflect on my commitment to care for God’s creation and to protect the environment for all 

my neighbors, those present and for future generations. 

I agree to learn about the realities of climate change and to pay attention to my energy use. I will make low-

impact choices wherever possible. 

I will share my climate challenge choices with others and encourage them to take the pledge too. 

 

Signature:   _________________________________________ Date: ___________________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Resources 
 

HEALTH 
Neighborhood Health Source (Fremont Clinic) 
3300 Fremont Ave. N.  612-522-6627 
www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org 
Home Health Care – American United Care 
MN Sure – Somali Health Solutions 
2143 Lowry Ave. N.  612-259-8026 
www.americanunitedcare.com 
The Hub Social Services  Lead poisoning 
prevention and assistance, asthma services, etc. 
2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

COUNSELING 
Songs of the Journey counseling services for 
youth, adults, and families. Located at 2900 Fremont 
Ave N, 612-287-9913 
Financial Counseling: Lutheran Social Services. 
Call 1-888-577-2227. 
Individual and family counseling: Lutheran Social 
Services. Call 1-888-881-8261. 
 

FOOD 
Loaves and Fishes meals Mon-Fri 5:30 -6:30 pm 
New Bethel Baptist Church, 1115 N. 30th Ave.  

Food and Commodities Distribution: Saturdays, 

10:30 am at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.  

Meals on Wheels 612-870-6121 

 
HOMELESSNESS 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church – referral assistance 
Adult Shelter Connect at St. Olaf Catholic 
Church, 215 S. 8th St.  Hours: M – F 9 am – 5:30 
pm; Sat & Sun 1 – 5:30 pm  
Downtown Congregations End Homelessness 
www.dceh.org  612-767-9219 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Crisis Nursery 612-302-3500 

Oasis of Love, Crisis Intervention Center.  
Located at 2900 Fremont Ave. N call 612-529-6055 
or visit www.oasisoflove-inc.org  
support@agapeoasis.com 

 
CLOTHING 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church:   Sat 11 am - 1 pm, Sun 
11:30 am – 1 pm 
 
Immigration legal help: Lutheran Social Services 
(2400 Park Ave. S.) Walk in: Tuesdays 9 am - 12 
noon and 1 - 4 pm  
By appointment: Call 612.879.5260 

 
EMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAINING 

Emerge 763-251-0379   training@emerge-mn.org 

www.emerge-mn.org 
Project for Pride in Living                    763-489-4728 
The HUB       Computer Skills for Adults 

2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran 
333 South 4th St.  Contact: Rev. Melissa Pohlman 
612-767-9214 or mpohlman@centralmpls.org 

Minnesota Relay:  Telephone accessibility for  

people who are deaf, deaf/blind, hard of hearing or  

speech disabled. Call 800-657-3663 or  

www.tedprogram.org 
MN Snap: Pet neutering assistance 612-720-8236 
PC’s for People: 1481 Marshall Ave. St. Paul, MN 
651-354-2552 or info@pcsforpeople.org 
Mainline Protestant 12 step program on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81470899913?pwd=U
Ud1T1lDTnd1ckFDSS84MXJQeXY5QT09 
 

         CHILD AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Youth Club and After School Tutoring:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church and New Directions Youth Ministry 
612-529-7726 
Girl Scouts:  Meet 6:45 – 8 pm, 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. 
Call Debra Bauknight for further information. 612-
302-8697 
Hopewell Music Cooperative 
4350 Fremont Ave. N...      612-466-0696 
www.hopewellmusic.com 
Sunday School and Confirmation:  St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church 612-529-7726 
Hockey and Figure Skating:  New Directions Youth 
Ministry    612-588-9177 
Capri Glee Music Club 
2027 W. Broadway Ave,      612-643-2024 
 

SENIORS 
OWLS at Lord of Life, Maple Grove.  Faith, food and 
fellowship on the first Thursday of the month from 12 
noon – 2 pm. Transportation from St. Olaf. 
Chore Services: Neighborhood Improvement 
Program.  612-374-3322 or 
seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org 
LSS Senior Companions:  651-310-9440 or 
www.lssmn.org/senior corps 
Serene Adult Day Center 
3108 Emerson Ave. N.   612-200-9280 
serenedaycare@gmail.com 
Hearts & Hammers: Free exterior home 
improvement for qualifying seniors 651-636-0797 
info@ heartsandhammers.org 
Homeowner Navigation Program: Help with yard  
and paint work.  612-357-802 

http://www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org/
http://www.dceh.org/
http://www.oasisoflove-inc.org/
mailto:training@emerge-mn.org
http://www.emerge-mn.org/
http://www.centralmpls.org/
http://www.tedprogram.org/
mailto:info@pcsforpeople.org
https://addictionandfaith.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4849c2b74e5d7454d4f29bb0d&id=c5c8af4733&e=188ea9be2c
https://addictionandfaith.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4849c2b74e5d7454d4f29bb0d&id=c5c8af4733&e=188ea9be2c
http://www.lssmn.org/senior
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Our Mission Statement: 
To proclaim the Good News of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ and to reach out to the 
community in Christian love. 
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