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            Easter comes late this year. The tulips will definitely be in bloom by April 21.  

But, the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will be empty.  

The year being described is 2041.  Research by the ELCA Office of Research and 

Evaluation projects that the denomination is in such decline that by 2041 there will be 

only 16,000 worshipers in all the churches of the ELCA.   

            Climate change activists project an equally gloomy forecast for success.  Who 

knows?  By 2041, 16,000 people in any human association might look good if there 

is a massive human population die-off. 

Now, if I were a Pastor in what is normally thought of as an “Evangelical” 

church, I would be invoking the second coming of Jesus at statistics like these, but 

these statistics wouldn’t be associated with the Evangelical denominations anyway 

because the projections for growth in the “Evangelical” denominations show 

increase.  Ironically, it is these denominations which stand in the way of progress in 

dealing with climate change.  While they would agree that current circumstances 

warrant alarm, they funnel their concern into a theological fantasy that limits their 

response. They believe that there will be a violent conclusion to human existence, but 

that the righteous will be raptured up into heaven to avoid the carnage.  Only non-

believers will be “left behind” to receive their just punishment. Unfortunately, this 

world view is not only attracting people searching for an easy fix, but it is also 

driving away people bound by their conscience to think critically.  A critical 

examination of the Bible reveals that much of the Evangelical fantasy derives from 

marginally connected texts such as the book of Revelation.    

As with other Mainline Protestant denominations (Presbyterian, Methodist, 

UCC, etc.), the ELCA uses the “historical-critical” method of study for the Bible, a 

method consistent with the critical thinking skills applicable to other academic fields, 

including science and history. The “historical-critical” method provides us with a 

political persuasion that is quite different from the Evangelical denominations.  This 

persuasion has less to do with party than it has to do with focus.  The focus of 

denominations which use the “historical-critical” method is on the poor, not the rich, 

and on God the Creator, not God the Avenger.   

 Evangelicals like to excuse the wealth of their leaders and political leaders 

they support by stating that this wealth is God’s blessing on them to govern justly.  

Nothing could be further from the truth as even a small knowledge of scripture will 

tell you.  Currently, at St. Olaf, we are studying the books of Samuel and Kings (9 

am Sundays).  The people who wrote these books had learned the hard way about 

the greed and cruelty of “strong-man” leadership (kings). These books are hardly 

a recommendation to emulate the behavior of either David or Solomon, but rather 

a chronicle from which to learn a better way.                     (Continued on p 2.) 

  

                               

  

 

March Birthdays:  Eliana Branch – 14th    Destiny Yattor – 17th    Joseph Cornormia III – 19th    Sue Quist – 20th    Thomas Winston 

– 20th    Jakane McConnell – 21st    Sararia Lewis – 24th    Theresa Lewis – 30th          

March Aniversaries: Zenobia White and Mark Peoples – 19th   
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(continued from p. 1)  That way is Jesus.  All of the 

misinformation and propaganda regarding Jesus that is 

being promulgated on a vulnerable population does 

not take away from his influence on the past moral 

progress of humanity nor the way forward.  Right 

now, in Syria, there is a great humanitarian crisis 

developing.  In the past, the United States was able to 

broker a cease fire and a humanitarian response, but 

we no longer have that capacity.  We have given our 

governance over to a “strong-man” and he is doing 

many of the behaviors “God” warned about in 1 

Samuel. 

But, the ballot box beckons.  We have a party 

primary on March 3 (Sorry Minnesota Republicans, 

you have only one candidate.) and an election on 

November 3.  But, more importantly, as the books of 

Samuel and Kings assert, what is needed is a populace 

able to discern the will of God and align with it; and 

for that, we need people to come back to church, not 

just any “Bible-based church,” but a “Bible-based 

church” that uses the historical-critical method. 

                     Peace…    Pastor Dale 

February News 

 

St. Olaf Seniors attended the annual OWLS 

Valentine’s Party on February 6 at Lord of Life 

Maple Grove, from 12 noon – 2pm.  Lord of Life 

Maple Grove is St. Olaf’s suburban partnership 

church.  

 

Eighteen people attended the youth downhill ski 

trip to Wild Mountain on Saturday, February 15.   

 

Country Music Band, “Now and Then,” 

performed and provided worship music for the 

congregation and the choir on February 16.  sPastor 

Dale gave a presentation on the involvement of 

African-American people in Country Music.  

 

The St. Olaf Climate Change Group held its first 

event on Sunday, Feb. 16, after church.  Audua 

and Michael Pugh of Offthebluecouch.org gave a 

presentation on recycling and composting.   

 

Several St. Olaf members will present a Church 

Council resolution regarding equitable funding 

for St. Olaf and other multi-racial inner city 

churches at the North Minneapolis Conference 

meeting on Saturday, Feb. 22.  

 

Pastor Dale will present an update on St. Olaf to 

the First Lutheran of Crystal Women’s Group 

on Saturday, Feb. 29, at 9:30 am.  First Lutheran 

is St. Olaf’s daughter church and former suburban 

partnership church. Others are welcome to attend. 

 

Ash Wednesday is on February 26.  St. Olaf will 

worship with Christ the River of Life at 2200 

Emerson Ave. N.  The service will be at 7 pm and 

there will refreshments afterward.  Sign up for 

transportation on the table by the church office.  

 

March News 

 
The St. Olaf climate Change Action Group will 

meet on Wednesday, March 4, at 7 pm.  New members 

are welcome. 

 

St. Olaf Seniors will attend an OWLS (Seniors) 

lunch on Thursday, March 5 at Lord of Life, 

Maple Grove, from 12 noon – 2pm.  Lord of Life, 

St. Olaf’s partnership church, is located at 7401 

County Rd. 101 in Maple Grove.  Special guests, OK 

Factor, a string duet with violin and cello, will share 

classics from various genres (jazz, folk, show tunes, 

etc) as well as their own original music. 

Transportation is available, starting at 11 am.  Sign up 

on the table by the church office. 7 

 

There will be a downhill ski trip to Wild 

Mountain on Saturday, March 7, from 3 – 9 pm.  

Transportation will leave from the church at 1 pm 

and return at 11 pm.  Youth will need a permission 

slip to attend.  Permission slips with full details 

including cost are on the table by the church office. 

 

The St. Olaf Block Club will meet on Tuesday, 

March 18 at 6:30 pm.  This is the group through 

which St. Olaf does justice work in the community. 

Anyone who lives, works, or worships is welcome.  

 

The Adult Fellowship Group will take a trip to a 

venue yet to be determined on Saturday, March 

21.  The van will leave St. Olaf at 1 pm and return 

at 4 pm.  Transportation is available to church. Sign 

up on the table by the church office. 

 

Pastor Dale and Sue will go on vacation March 

22 – 28.  Pastors Roger and Joseph will handle 

urgent pastoral matters.  Pastor Roger’s phone 

number is 612-378-3001 and Pastor Joseph’s 

number is 952-491-3609. 

 

http://offthebluecouch.org/
https://www.theokfactor.com/
https://www.theokfactor.com/


 

CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP 
Please update your directory. 

(2019 Directories are available from the office.) 

 

New Members 

Theresa Lewis and daughter, Safaria 

6650 Vernon Avenue S. Apt. #307 

Edina, MN  55436-1830 

612-232-8228 

 

Change of Address/Phone number 

Janice Holmberg 

Prairie Lodge 

6021 Earl Brown Drive #C-1 

Brooklyn Center, MN  55430 

 

Rebecca Haglund 

612-430-7649 

 

MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 
 

Memorials and honorariums may be made to the 

150th Anniversary “Brick” fund.   

Legacy gifts are important for St. Olaf’s future. 

Bequests are no longer being taken by the St. Olaf 

Campus Foundation. If you are considering leaving 

a gift for St. Olaf Lutheran Church in your will, 

designate it to the church, not the Foundation.       
 

Church Announcements & Events 
 

In our prayers: Heidi Karrow, Beatrice Johnson, 

Janice Campbell, Susan Vikstrom, Alvin & Larenda 

Faulkner, the Langlie family, Todd Smith, Joseph 

Cornormia, Sr., Janice Holmberg, and Sadie Rose.  

Sadie is recovering at North Memorial from neck 

surgery.  

 

After School Tutoring is available on 

Wednesdays, from 5 – 6 pm.  The tutoring is by 

appointment only.  Call the church office to sign up 

for a tutor.  

 

St. Olaf sponsors missionary, Rev. Linda Johnson-

Seyenkulo, in Liberia. To contribute to this  

mission, write “missionary” on the memo line of 

your check or on a pew envelope. Updates are on 

the bulletin board by the church office. 

 

Saturday food drops in the parking lot are 

ongoing at 10:45 am. Dry goods are available at 10 

am. 

 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the food 

distribution.  Times available are  Thursdays, 10-

11 am, Saturdays, 9 -11:30 am, and Sundays,  11:30 

– 1pm (after church). Contact the church office if 

you can help.   

 

St. Olaf has a YouTube channel:  St Olaf  

Lutheran Minneapolis.  Sermons and Climate 

Change videos will be posted. 

 

Needs at the church:  Drivers, office helpers, 

maintenance, cleaning, worship prep, yard shed, 

used van 

 

Accessories (walkers, commodes, bath benches, 

etc.) for disabled and elderly people are available 

through the church office.  These items are on 

display in the Emerson Av. entry.   

 

Apply for Thrivent funds for your fundraiser or 

service activity.  Any Thrivent member may apply 

on behalf of a fundraiser or service project under 

the “Thrivent Action Teams” section at 

www.Thrivent.com.   

 
Girl Scout Troop 10811 meets on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursdays of the month from 6 – 7:30 pm in the 

church basement.  For more information or to enroll, 

call Karlie at 612-296-7543. 

 

Are we losing Thrivent funds?  If you have 

Thrivent Life Insurance or some other product, you 

are eligible to donate Thrivent funds to St. Olaf. 

Call 763-746-3118 to donate or to buy a Thrivent 

product. Our agent is David Rasmussen. 
 

Church secretary, Ann Hogan, provides counseling 

for employment, housing, energy assistance, 

homelessness, assistance for elderly and vulnerable 

people to stay in their homes, and other needs. To 

access this program, call Ann Hogan, Ann can be 

reached at the church office: 612-529-7726. 

 

Thursday Night Connections is Freedom Works’ 

outreach to the community.  Fellowship and a meal 

are served at North Oaks, 2929 Emerson Ave. N. 

from 6-7 pm. St. Olaf members are invited. 

http://www.thrivent.com/


 

Community Resources 
 
Immigration legal help: Lutheran Social 
Services (2400 Park Ave. S.) Walk in: Tuesdays 
9 am - 12 noon and 1 - 4 pm  
By appointment: Call 612.879.5260 

 

HEALTH 
Neighborhood Health Source (Fremont Clinic) 
3300 Fremont Ave. N.  612-522-6627 
www.neighborhoodhealthsource.org 
Home Health Care – American United Care 
MN Sure – Somali Health Solutions 
2143 Lowry Ave. N.  612-259-8026 
www.americanunitedcare.com 
The Hub Social Services  Lead poisoning 
prevention and assistance, asthma services, etc. 
2900 Fremont Ave. N.                 612-522-0942 
 

COUNSELING 
Songs of the Journey counseling services for 
youth, adults, and families. Located at 2900 
Fremont Ave N, 612-287-9913 
Financial Counseling: Lutheran Social Services. 
Call 1-888-577-2227. 
Individual and family counseling: Lutheran 
Social Services. Call 1-888-881-8261. 
 

FOOD 
Loaves and Fishes meals Mon-Fri 5:30 -6:30 
pm New Bethel Baptist Church, 1115 N. 30th Ave.  

Serenity Church Saturday Food Drops at St. 

Olaf: 10:45 am  

Meals on Wheels 612-870-6121 

 
HOMELESSNESS 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church – referral assistance 
Adult Shelter Connect at St. Olaf Catholic 
Church, 215 S. 8th St.  Hours: M – F 9 am – 5:30 
pm; Sat & Sun 1 – 5:30 pm  
Downtown Congregations End Homelessness 
www.dceh.org  612-767-9219 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Crisis Nursery 612-302-3500 

Oasis of Love, Crisis Intervention Center.  
Located at 2900 Fremont Ave. N call 612-529-
6055 or visit www.oasisoflove-inc.org  
support@agapeoasis.com 

 
CLOTHING 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church:   Mon 10 – 12 am, 
Sat 11 am - 1 pm, Sun 11:30 am – 1 pm 

 

EMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAINING 
Emerge 763-251-0379   training@emerge-mn.org 
www.emerge-mn.org 
Project for Pride in Living                    763-489-4728 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

The Restoration Center at Central Lutheran 
333 South 4th St.  Contact: Rev. Melissa Pohlman 
612-767-9214 or mpohlman@centralmpls.org 

Minnesota Relay:  Telephone accessibility for  

people who are deaf, deaf/blind, hard of hearing or  

speech disabled. Call 800-657-3663 or  

www.tedprogram.org 
MN Snap: Pet neutering assistance 612-720-
8236 
PC’s for People: 1481 Marshall Ave. St. Paul, 
MN 651-354-2552 or info@pcsforpeople.org 
 

         CHILD AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

Youth Development Activities:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church and New Directions Youth 
Ministry 612-529-7726 
Girl Scouts:  Meet 6:45 – 8 pm, 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church. Call Debra Bauknight for further 
information. 612-302-8697 
Hopewell Music Cooperative 
4350 Fremont Ave. N...      612-466-0696 
www.hopewellmusic.com 
Sunday School and Confirmation:  St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church 612-529-7726 
Hockey and Figure Skating:  New Directions 
Youth Ministry    612-588-9177 
Capri Glee Music Club 
2027 W. Broadway Ave,      612-643-2024 
 

SENIORS 
OWLS at Lord of Life, Maple Grove.  Faith, food 
and fellowship on the first Thursday of the month 
from 12 noon – 2 pm. Transportation from St. Olaf. 
Chore Services: Neighborhood Improvement 
Program.  612-374-3322 or 
seniors@neighborhoodinvolve.org 
LSS Senior Companions:  651-310-9440 or 
www.lssmn.org/senior corps 
Serene Adult Day Center 
3108 Emerson Ave. N.   612-200-9280 
serenedaycare@gmail.com 
Hearts & Hammers: Free exterior home 
improvement for qualifying seniors 651-636-0797 
info@ heartsandhammers.org 
Homeowner Navigation Program: Help with 
yard  and paint work.  612-357-8020
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Our Mission Statement: 
To proclaim the Good News of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ and to reach out to the 
community in Christian love. 
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